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THE “P.R-” letter bag. 

, ,, Iike t0 say how thoroughly I agree with your 

DEAR Editor - I ' .< Faith and Duty,” with regard to those 

iggestions in your hrst ani , children ’ s reading. It is quite time 

issages in the Bible unsui ^ 0 f expunging these stories of shocking 
hat steps were taken in ^ the least of it, are utterly useless as 

»lt-v and coarseness, wn , welcome the aDDear- 


lassages m — — . tter of expunging tnese sium« aum-mi 

hat steps were taken in ^ the least of it, are utterly useless as 

ruelty and coarseness, ’ J j for one would welcome the appear- 

nothing unfit for a child .0 sue, or 
nee of a Bible wnici womanhood ; and I feel most 

“* c “ ld l™“Shuo place’ these “suggestions of evtl- i 


LCU1 a , , . of mire voung womannoou , dim j. itti j 

d could shock the fee g ' these (t SU g ge stions of evil ” in our 

ongly that we have no rl » beware lest by our carelessness or wilful 
M r’ ! ”L 2 purhy hearts, whose heau.y Chris. 

«l 5 "feumi“ deeply when he said, “For of such is the kingdom of 

)3 


Dear Madam,— As a subscriber to your most instructive magazine, the 
Parents’ Review, and as a mother of sons, I venture to write an 
some articles could be introduced in reference to the special training req 
site for the Royal Navy and for the Royal Engineers. Both are noble p 
fessions, and I think many mothers would be glad of some information on 
the subject. 

Yours faithfully, 

M. J. H. R- 

Brighffield, Iver Heath, Bucks, 

Feb. 8th. 1801. 


Dear Editor, — If my experience is likely to be of any use for A. ^ * 
she is welcome to it. 

Should a child of mine show disinclination to go on an errand, or daw 
in a purposely aggravating way about it, I would not show any vexation 
about it, but say quietly, “Very well, mother will get the book herse a 
Tommy is so slow about it. Mother can do it quicker, and won t sen 
Tommy any more messages.” 

I think A. W. will find this quite punishment enough, as all children 
rea > ove the importance and responsibility of being sent on errands, 
ave no doubt the little boy is just trying to show his power. a 
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children tease and annoy their elders, I believe, from no other motive • and 
if they see our vexation they feel they have succeeded ; so it is best to show 
as little annoyance as possible. But let the consequences to himself prove 
t0 t h e child he has made a mistake. 

Yours truly, 

January 24th. Mater. 


DEAR Editor,— I also feel with “ A. G. S.” the difficulty with regard to 
the salary of the much-to-be-desired “Tante ”for it is beyond my means, as 
that of many other middle-class mothers, who really need the help and 
enlightenment she would afford. 

Do. not suppose that I think the sum beyond her vahee for one moment , 
as I know that if she carries out all you desire and are aiming at, the sum 
is not in the least exorbitant. What I feel is that we who need it most are 
unfortunately precluded from benefiting thereby. Could not her salary be 
augmented from outside by lessons, thus enabling her to take less actual 
salary from the mother? 

This, as all other matters pertaining to the all-important subject of edu- 
cation, is of great interest to me, both as a personal and social affair. 

Hoping for some solution of the question, 

Yours gratefully, 

January 19th, 1893. 


Dear Editor, — I think that the writer signing herself “ Mary Wilkins,” 
has hardly met on their own ground the thoughts expressed in my little paper 
on “ Children’s Difficulties,” which appeared in the July number of the 
Parents 1 Review . She objects to the use of the word “ dead' as applied to 
the change which seeds undergo before becoming what they are destine 
to be — living and growing plants. It is hardly necessary to say t a e 

process to which she alludes, namely, the organic change in t e 1V1 T& » 

is a very familiar one to any one who is at all acquamte \\\ 
elementary facts of botany, but I do not think that it in t e eas ^ 

with the truth of the broad and deep symbolism pointed ou > ^ 

Himself, drawn out into fuller detail by St. Paul’s words, and brought home 
to our hearts by the reverent commentary of F. D. a “ r ^' gra ; n 0 f 

Surely when our Lord uttered His mighty sa) ia S» ' _ jf°; t ^- e j t 

wheat fall into the earth and die, it abideth by itse^ a^o universa n y 

beareth much fruit,” the analogy was amp y ^J n 0 f wheat, that 

recognised fact that the grain of wheat dt d • - withi n sprouted, it 

when its outward covering decayed, and t 

became something else, namely, a plant. • nce were not led to 

His Itearers, even without the help »t V of course, 

suppose that death or destruction occurrec ^ was t h e case, and 
they were perfectly aware that the very re\eise o century (although 

knew as well as we do in this enlightene n , m ^ e p ro cess), the difference 

they may not have understood the chemistiy 0 ^ a living one. 

between a dead seed — i.c., one incapable o & 10 
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lo ^ — , -c t0 use His words, and find them the 

~ „ mav still allow ourse v find that His great Apostle was no 

1 th ' n a most illuminating, and a hU p3ean of Victory over the 

S.bu, .be condition nnd pledge of ne. 

nte, >- x 

itsej/to St. Peti* Sh V t aV pV„Tspe«^ •<—*■» wWCh ,h °" 

, naoer, when St. Baui sp which )n hls arg ument is equi- 

t'hou'sowest' not that body which s 11 ^ earthly existence consummated 

Snt for In one sense, this is a living state, but by 

comparison with the life » ^me . ^ may serve to bring 

Perhaps the following stoy ground . “Death, death! It 

your correspondent and myse ^ much> >. he remarked with emphasis 

is this harping on death, i u P WThis idle and often cowardly, as well as 
gesture as a whf.hould we no. change, like everything else ? In 
ignorant harping • ^ h of both, French as well as English, and 1 

fiction, in poetry, m s0 m the shadow of death, call it what 

am told in American art an ‘ ’ e js upon us . But what fools who 
vou will, despair, negation, ff know * as well as I, that death is life, just 

talk thus 1 Why, mmm iy dyi ng body is none .he less alive, and eve, 
as our daily, our momen ' > >. g withput death, which is our crapelike, 

recruiting new forces of th> there could be no prolongation 

churchyardy word for cha g ^ ^ foolish t0 argue upon such a thing 

° e leT Fo? tyself! I deny death as an end of everything. Never say of 
me that I am dead ! ”-I am, dear Editor, yours sincerely, ^ c 


OUR WORK. 


House of Education Naturalist Club Notes.— The real enthusiasm with 
which our students have taken up the work for the club, both by observa- 
tion and in their note-books, has been most heartening to witness. Much 
has been done this month that could not have been undertaken later in the 
season. February and March are less busy months for naturalists than those 
that follow. The time has been well employed in learning the contours of 
trees, painting twigs and buds in brushwork, noting the fructification of many 
mosses, and generally clearing the way for the fuller studies of April and 
May. The note-books are fast becoming a source of great pleasure, and the 
illustrations painted directly from Nature are very careful exact work. Great 
interest has been taken in the oak galls, and as the season advances many 
may be seen in the first stages of formation. If the members of the club 
who are interested in this subject will look out carefully they may, perhaps, 
find the following oak galls, oak apple, oak gall, oak-root gall, artichoke, 
nut, spangle, button, currant and woolly galls ; of these the name is almost 
a sufficient description. The balaniform galls, so called from a fancied 
resemblance to barnacles, are found at the base of the smaller branches- 
where they form clusters of conical galls not unlike the barnacles on an 

0> The woolly galls are more rare, but they may be seen sometimes covering 
the trees with what looks like cotton grass or bits of cotton-wool. The hunt 
for galls is a very delightful one, and any o our 'J iem ^ rs ... ( pretty 
neighbourhood of either Woolmer Forest or the New Fores w,I 1 be W 
certain to find all of those mentioned. A paper on bmtam a Norwich 
garden has most kindly been sent for the bene t o Review. The 

which they will find in this month’s number o _> e . t time as we 

notes on the birds in our Ambleside garden mus e ^ ^ Hodgson 

have no space for them. DU dding is in the eating, and 

Tk, House cf Eiucati Jgh.M 
our pudding is eating very well. Alrea > 8 have been WO ndenng 

successful and happy work of our ex-stu . home tQ mothe rs, and 
how to bring some of the benefits o t ^8^ month of June . Of 
have arranged a Mothers' Training C game re sults as a years 

course a month’s training cannot pro uce t ^ e wa y 0 f inspiration 

training, but much may be done in a mont , ^ ^ beginning various 

and impulse, and also as putting mothers in ag modelling, basket 

subjects which cannot be described on P a P » ^ Gouin’s method of 

work, Tonic Solfa, brushwork, Fdsole Clu ra '' botany the best methods 

learning languages, out-of-door natural history andbotan,, 



